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Our teachers have been selected 
for their considerable professional 
performing experience and impressive 
work within performing arts education, 
to fully meet the needs of our students 
as they embark on an exciting journey 
of vocational training. 

The ethos and vision of the Academy 
at PQA Studios London is driven by my 
passionate belief that all students have 
something to offer, as performers, and 
as people. My team are committed to 
nurturing and developing your creativity 
and individual performance style, whilst 
ultimately, encouraging you to have the 
confidence to be yourself.

I hope we can welcome you  
into the PQA family soon.

Pauline Quirke  
Principal and Co-Founder

WELCOME  
FROM  
PAULINE

THE ETHOS AND VISION 
OF THE ACADEMY AT 
PQA STUDIOS LONDON 
IS DRIVEN BY MY 
PASSIONATE BELIEF 
THAT ALL STUDENTS 
HAVE SOMETHING 
TO OFFER, AS 
PERFORMERS,  
AND AS PEOPLE
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I started the Pauline Quirke Academy of Performing Arts because when I was 
younger some of my happiest times were spent in acting class. Looking back, I can 
see that the skills I learnt and the friends I made were really where it all started for me. 
I wanted to recreate that opportunity for a new generation of aspiring professionals. 

We hope that our full-time courses will provide the next step on your journey 
towards a career in the performing arts, in an environment that is both friendly and 
rewarding. With training in all areas of the arts, including acting, musical theatre, film 
& television and technical theatre, plus regular masterclasses with industry experts, 
the chance to perform in some of London’s finest fringe venues, as well as our 
unique red-carpet cinema screening - my team and I think we’ve put together a 
really different training experience.



A PERSONAL 
TRAINING  
EXPERIENCE

Thank you for your interest in the Pauline Quirke Academy of Performing Arts at 
PQA Studios London. We hope our prospectus provides you with the information 
you need to help you make the best-informed decisions at this exciting time in your 
training, as you select the pathway into the arts industry that is right for you.

Our full-time courses have been designed to offer our students a constantly evolving 
experience that mirrors the performing arts industry, while preparing them for the 
rigorous demands of professional training at the UK’s leading conservatoires. Our two-
year Extended Diploma in Performing Arts, and our one-year Foundation courses in 
Acting and Musical Theatre, are delivered through module based projects, focusing 
on the practical application of a huge variety of core disciplines and specialisms, 
resulting in a wide range of performance opportunities throughout your programme 
of study. These courses are validated by OCR and Trinity College London, and led 
by dedicated industry professionals, who we believe are outstanding in their field. 

Our core faculty work collaboratively with our students to ensure a personal 
training experience, that is tailored to your individual needs both vocationally  
and pastorally, providing you with full support to achieving your goals. 

I hope to meet you at one of our audition workshops or open days,  
which could be the start of a life-changing experience.

We look forward to getting to know you better!

Adam Davenport  
Artistic Director
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PERFORMING 
ARTS

OUR TWO-YEAR DIPLOMA 
FOR STUDENTS LOOKING TO 
DEVELOP WITHIN ALL AREAS 

OF PERFORMANCE.



TWO-YEAR DIPLOMA 
IN PERFORMING ARTS

Our Two-Year Diploma in Performing Arts is designed to equip students with the 
skills required to meet the demands of the performing arts industry. The course is 
holistically delivered through practical module-based learning, and equal focus is 
placed on acting, singing, dance and film & TV. 

The course is continually assessed and monitored through personal mentorship 
from our core staff and tutors, and focuses on individual progress both artistically 
and pastorally. Significant emphasis is placed on live performance, and students are 
offered frequent internal and external performance opportunities during the course.

Students progress to Higher Education on to performing arts degrees at universities, 
or professional training at leading drama schools and musical theatre conservatoires.

Qualification
At the end of the course, students 
will be awarded an OCR Cambridge 
Technical Extended Diploma in 
Performing Arts. This is a Level 3 
Qualification - the equivalent of 3 A 
Levels - for entry into professional 
vocational institutions/Universities.  
The course carries a maximum of  
168 Tariff points.

Assessment
Students are assessed continually  
for the duration of the course.

Performance Opportunities 
Students will perform regular  
in-house presentations to the Academy 
faculty and invited guests. In addition, 
second year students will have the 
opportunity to perform in a full-scale 
musical at a London fringe venue  
to a public audience including  
industry professionals.

Course Duration
36 weeks per year.

Contact Hours
35 – 40hrs per week depending on 
projects and performance opportunities. 
Usually 9.30am – 6.00pm. Some 
evening rehearsals and workshops will 
be timetabled as required.

•	 Acting for Stage

•	 Film & TV

•	 Singing Technique 

•	 Voice for Actors

•	 Radio Acting 

•	 Tap

•	 Ballet

•	 Jazz

•	 Commercial 
Dance

•	 Stage Combat

•	 Skills Development 
in the Performing 
Arts

•	 Audition Technique 
& Repertoire

•	 Community Arts & 
Children’s Theatre

•	 Devised & 
Physical Theatre

•	 Technical Theatre 
and Stage 
Management

•	 Professional 
Practice & 
Performing Arts 
Business

Areas of study include:
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ACTING
A DYNAMIC ONE-YEAR 
COURSE TO PREPARE 

ASPIRING ACTORS FOR 
THE DEMANDS OF THE 

INDUSTRY.



ONE-YEAR FOUNDATION 
IN ACTING

Our Foundation Course in Acting is designed to provide a firm grounding in the skills 
that are essential for any performer embarking on vocational training in the arts. 
Following our curriculum of practical modules, students develop experience and 
professional methodology in performance training.

Students will not only hone their performance skills in acting, but also develop 
knowledge of how to become independent practitioners, who are able to create their 
own work in the industry. All students receive individual tuition as part of the course, 
and full guidance and support with auditions for professional training.

Qualification
This is a Level 4 course. Graduates 
will be awarded the ATCL in Drama & 
Speech from Trinity College London. 
(90 Credits)

Assessment
Students are assessed in the third term 
via an individual performance to the 
TCL examiner.

Performance Opportunities 
Students will perform regular 
presentations to the Academy faculty 
and invited guests, including an 
open-air Shakespeare performance. 
In the third term, students will have 
the opportunity to perform in a 
play at a London fringe venue to a 
public audience including industry 
professionals.

Course Duration
36 weeks per year.

Contact Hours
35 – 40hrs per week depending on 
projects and performance opportunities. 
Usually 9.30am – 6.00pm.  
Some evening rehearsals and 
workshops will be timetabled  
as required.

•	 Acting Methods 
and Practitioners

•	 Improvisation

•	 Text

•	 Creating Character

•	 Mask & Puppetry

•	 Radio Acting

•	 Screen Acting

•	 Physical Theatre

•	 Devised Theatre

•	 Classical Theatre 
Performance

•	 Directing

•	 Voice for Actors

•	 Stage Combat 

•	 Children’s Theatre

•	 Singing for Actors

•	 Movement for 
Actors

•	 Performing Arts 
Business

•	 Audition Technique

Areas of study include:
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MUSICAL 
THEATRE

AN INTENSIVE 
ONE-YEAR 

PROGRAMME OF 
STUDY FOR THE 
TRIPLE THREAT 

PERFORMER.



ONE-YEAR FOUNDATION 
IN MUSICAL THEATRE

Our Foundation Course in Musical Theatre is designed to provide a firm grounding 
in the skills that are essential for any performer embarking on vocational training in 
the arts. Following our curriculum of practical modules, students develop experience 
and professional methodology in performance training.

Students will not only hone their performance skills in acting, singing, and dance, 
but also develop knowledge of how to become independent practitioners, who 
are able to create their own work in the industry. All students receive individual 
tuition as part of the course, and full guidance and support with auditions for  
professional training.

Qualification
This is a Level 4 course. Graduates 
will be awarded the ATCL in Musical 
Theatre from Trinity College London. 
(90 Credits)

Assessment
Students are assessed in the third term 
via an individual performance to the 
TCL examiner.

Performance Opportunities 
Students will perform regular 
presentations to the Academy faculty 
and invited guests, including cabaret 
and acoustic evenings. Musical Theatre 
students will have the opportunity 
to perform in an open-mic evening 
with working session musicians, to 
demonstrate the development of their 
skills to an audience and explore 
pop and contemporary repertoire. In 
the third term, students will have the 
opportunity to perform in a full-scale 
musical at a London fringe venue to 
a public audience including industry 
professionals.

Course Duration
36 weeks per year.

Contact Hours
35 – 40hrs per week depending on 
projects and performance opportunities. 
Usually 9.30am – 6.00pm. Some 
evening rehearsals and workshops will 
be timetabled as required.

•	 Acting for Stage 
and Screen

•	 Singing Technique 
and Performance

•	 Tap

•	 Ballet

•	 Jazz

•	 Commercial 
Dance

•	 Choreography

•	 Dancer’s Health

•	 Pilates

•	 Body Conditioning 

•	 Musical Theatre 
Practitioners

•	 Voice

•	 New musical 
theatre writing 
workshop

•	 Stage Combat

•	 Performing Arts 
Business

•	 Performance 
Repertoire

•	 Audition Technique

Areas of study include:
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EXPERIENCES 
& ENRICHMENT

INDUSTRY COLLABORATION, 
MASTERCLASSES, TRIPS 

AND EVENTS
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Individual Tuition

Students on all courses will benefit from regular one-to-one singing and acting 
classes as part of their core study. Students also receive a vocational tutorial every 
term which is dedicated time to discuss individual progression and development.

Masterclass Days 

We host regular workshops with guest practitioners, who are specialists in their 
field. Students work with companies including Frantic Assembly, Polka Dot Theatre, 
Shakespeare’s Globe, and many more. Students will also experience one-off 
dedicated sessions led by industry professionals which include TV presenting, 
casualty make-up and prosthetics, and costume.

Pauline Quirke delivers an annual masterclass to Foundation and second year 
diploma students, which is a unique opportunity for our students to learn from our 
Principal’s 50 years’ experience in the industry. 

Industry Week 

During the academic year, students have a week-long series 
of workshops and Q&As with guests from different areas of the 
profession including casting directors, actors, agents, producers, 
and representatives from the major drama schools, to help our 
students with the next steps following graduation.

Teacher Mentoring Programme 

Students can also participate in our Teacher Mentoring Programme. This short course 
can be completed alongside our full-time study programmes, and is an additional 
opportunity for those with an interest in teaching. The course looks at teaching 
strategies and methods, how to find employment as a performing arts tutor, and 
includes practical experience working with children at our weekend Academy, PQA 
Islington. Details of our Teacher Mentoring Programme are supplied on enrolment.

Professional Theatre Collaboration

We are passionate about our students having regular contact with the industry, 
and we actively seek as many opportunities as possible for our students to work 
alongside professional theatre companies during their training.

Our Puppetry and Children’s Theatre units are co-delivered with internationally 
recognised Little Angel Theatre, and the inspirational Long Lane Theatre Company.
 
We are also thrilled to access Trestle’s highly regarded arts education  
programme for our Mask projects.

The hands-on approach and industry relevant experience  
of our collaborators, result in exciting high-quality  
performances by our students, which are often  
taken on tour to the local community.

STUDENT LIFE  
AND OPPORTUNITIES



Q Productions was founded in 2015 to produce and develop professional 
theatrical productions, UK Tours, and Pantomimes. Through our strong affiliation, 
our students have the opportunity to benefit from the expertise of Q Productions 
during their studies. Producer Eddie Dredge and his associates make regular 
visits to PQA Studios to deliver masterclasses, offer feedback on projects and 
performances, and where possible, provide work experience for our students to 
build their skills in a professional environment. 
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Q Management is a boutique agency exclusively representing actors 18-30 years 
old in theatre, film, and television. 

Q Management maintains a close relationship with PQA Studios, and their agents 
regularly attend performances at PQA Studios. Agency Director Kristie Sicolo leads 
workshops in audition technique to our students, offering individual feedback on 
songs and monologues

The Pauline Quirke Academy of Performing Arts at PQA Studios London  
is delighted to receive guidance and support on our voice and singing  
curriculum from The Voice Explained. The Voice Explained offer  
courses in the Estill Model, a uniquely practical explanation of  
vocal function that has transformed the understanding of how 
the voice works. Their team of Certified teachers are  
the most experienced and qualified Estill  
practitioners in the UK, and students at  
PQA benefit regularly from their  
inspirational teaching as part of  
our voice faculty.

Our classes in Stage Combat are delivered by highly trained professionals from 
True Edge Combat, one of the UK’s leading stage-combat training organisations. 
All our courses benefit from expert tuition from True Edge Combat’s outstanding 
instructors, and students are awarded a BADC qualification upon graduation, to 
supplement their performing arts diplomas.

WE STRIVE TO ENRICH THE EDUCATION 
AND EXPERIENCE OF OUR STUDENTS 
BY CONSTANTLY SOURCING INNOVATIVE 
PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES, 
INDUSTRY PARTNERS AND  
EVENTS TO COMPLEMENT  
OUR COURSES
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Trips and Theatre Visits

An appreciation of film and live theatre is an essential part of performing arts study, 
and regular visits are organised to musicals and plays in the West End, cabarets, 
fringe performances and cinema. Film buffs are offered the chance to explore the 
sets at Warner Brothers Studios. 

We also organise an annual trip to New York which includes masterclasses with 
Broadway actors, and workshops hosted by the American Musical and Dramatic 
Academy. This incredible experience offers memories and inspiration that lasts  
a lifetime.

Red Carpet Cinema Screening

Students will walk the red carpet at our very own private cinema premiere,  
where we screen the short films created in our Film & TV modules. 

This is an exciting opportunity for students to see their films on the  
big screen, and share their work with invited family, friends, and our  
special industry guests. 

This unique event takes place at Screen on the Green  
in Islington, one of the oldest continuously running  
cinemas in the UK. 

An awards ceremony usually follows,  
which tends to be a highlight of  
the year!

Graduation

Our students graduate in style with a ceremony 
hosted by Pauline Quirke, who presents all 
diploma certificates personally. Friends and 
family are invited to what is a very special 
celebration of everything our students  
have achieved.



WHO WE ARE
OUR TEAM, PASTORAL 
CARE AND FACILITIES.



Faculty

Principal and Co-Founder Pauline Quirke

Chairman and Co-Founder Steve Sheen

Board of Directors Richard Boreham  

 Karen Sharman 

 Fergus Sturrock

Artistic Director Adam Davenport

Curriculum Director Sarah Varnam

Director of Part Time Studies Charlie Langham

Student Mentor Holly Miles

 
Teachers
 
Our courses are delivered by industry professionals, with our team including West 
End performers, actors from stage and screen, vocal coaches and producers. 
Students are monitored and mentored by our core staff throughout. We also 
welcome guest masterclass teachers, choreographers and directors for various 
projects and performances.

Pastoral Care

All students receive regular tutorials with core staff, but can approach their tutor at
any time if they wish to discuss any concerns.

Our Student Mentor Holly Miles is an experienced coach, certified NLP 
practitioner, and fully qualified nutritional therapist, and will be available for 
confidential appointments once a month for any students who would like this.

During induction week, students will participate in a group workshop delivered by
Holly, where they will receive information and practical tips on how to support their
physical and emotional well-being throughout the course, and beyond. This includes 
both dietary education and coaching strategies. We find this hugely beneficial to 
young people coping with the demands of intensive performing arts training.

PQA Studios

PQA Studios is situated in the heart of London’s vibrant Islington, only a 5 minute 
walk from Kings Cross St Pancras station.   

Our facilities include a fully equipped in-house theatre, and several large,  
high-spec rehearsal studios.

Accommodation

Support is provided with finding accommodation, with full information  
and guidance provided upon acceptance.

Uniform and Equipment

A t-shirt will be supplied on enrolment. Uniform is not mandatory for classes, but 
occasionally students will be required to wear uniform for public performances or 
special events.

Pancras Square Library

To aid their study and research, students at PQA Studios London will benefit from 
membership to Pancras Square Library which is a modern, welcoming space with 
the latest performing arts reference books, plays, and DVDs.

As part of its modern facilities and strong community ties, there is a PC suite with a 
range of new computers and tablets. Internet access is free and Wi-fi is available.
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APPLICATIONS 
& AUDITIONS



Applications 

Entry to all our full-time courses is by audition. To apply, please complete our 
online application form. 

Minimum Entry Requirements

2 Year Diploma – Applicants must be 16 years or over at the start of the course. 
5 GCSEs grade A*- C (9 - 4) including English and Maths, or a relevant Level 2 
qualification at merit or above. 

1 Year Foundation Courses – Applicants must be 18 years or over at the start of the 
course. A levels or an equivalent Level 3 performing arts qualification are desirable, 
but not essential as entry is based purely on audition.

Auditions

All applicants will be invited to one of our audition workshops. Auditions take place 
in November, February, April, and June each year. Our audition days include a full 
timetable of group and individual sessions, to provide the most time possible for our 
team to get to know potential students, and for applicants to fully experience our 
atmosphere and style of training. We try to ensure all auditionees feel as relaxed 
and comfortable as possible, so they can deliver to their potential, and hopefully 
have a fantastic experience.

Candidates for all courses will participate in group workshops in dance/movement, 
singing, and improvisation. All applicants will also have an individual interview with 
members of the faculty.

In addition, candidates should prepare the following:

2 Year Diploma:

•	 One monologue (2 minutes maximum)
•	 One musical theatre song (2 minutes maximum)

1 Year Foundation in Musical Theatre

•	 One monologue (2 minutes maximum)
•	 Two contrasting musical theatre songs (2 minutes maximum for each)

1 Year Foundation in Acting

Two contrasting monologues of no longer than 2 minutes each:

•	 Elizabethan/Jacobean (Usually Shakespeare)
•	 Contemporary written after 1950

Monologues should be in the applicant’s  
own accent and where possible near to  
their own playing age.

Fees & Funding

2 Year Diploma - £2850 per term.

1 Year Foundation Courses - £3000 per term.

There may be additional costs for theatre visits, trips, and resources.

A non-refundable deposit of £500 is required for all courses upon written 
acceptance. First term’s fees are due 4 weeks prior to start date.

Fees can then be paid termly or monthly via Direct Debit. Deposit will be deducted 
from the final term’s fees.

If the successful applicant has previously been a student at a PQA weekend 
Academy for a minimum of 44 weeks, they are eligible for a 10% concession on 
advertised course fees.

Scholarships – Limited partial and fully funded scholarships are  
available and awarded based on financial circumstances and  
potential at audition. 
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The Pauline Quirke Academy 
of Performing Arts

PQA Studios London
242 Pentonville Road

London
N1 9JY

0208 017 1085
info@pqastudios.com 
www.pqastudios.com

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Registered Exam Centre 63702


